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THE PARK MONUMENTS OF GALAPAGOS:
A HISTORY AND TRIBUTE
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SUMMARY

The National Park monuments of Galapagos are stone plinths bearing notices advising visitors of the protected
status of Galapagos and its wildlife, which were constructed by members of the Charles Darwin Foundation
and the Ecuadorian Navy over half a century ago, when the Park was in its infancy. They represent the
earliest efforts of the first conservation managers of the Park, before the Galapagos National Park Service
was established, to control human activities in the uninhabited areas of Galapagos and ensure that tourism
developed in a manner compatible with conservation. There were purportedly 18 monuments scattered
throughout the archipelago, on 14 different islands. We identify their locations and provide a history of their
origins, an assessment of their current condition, and a photographic record of most of them. Simply called
“park notices” when they were first erected, 12 remain standing, on ten islands. They are now icons of that
era of Galapagos conservation and we propose that they warrant the designation of historical monuments
with corresponding protection.

RESUMEN

Los monumentos del parque Galapagos: historia y homenaje. Los monumentos del Parque Nacional Galdpagos,
plintos de piedra con avisos que informan a los visitantes sobre el estado de proteccion de Galapagos y de su
vida silvestre, fueron construidos por el personal de la Fundacién Charles Darwin y la Armada del Ecuador
hace mas de medio siglo, cuando el Parque estaba en su infancia. Estos avisos representan las medidas iniciales
tomadas porlas primeras autoridades administradoras del Parque (previo al establecimiento del Servicio Parque
Nacional Galapagos) para regular la actividad humana en las areas deshabitadas de Galdpagos y procurar
el desarrollo del turismo de manera compatible con la conservacion. Se presumia que habia 18 monumentos
dispersos a lo largo del archipiélago, en 14 islas diferentes. Identificamos sus ubicaciones y brindamos una
historia de sus origenes, una evaluacién de su estado actual y un registro fotografico de la mayoria de ellos.
Conocidos simplemente como "avisos del parque” cuando fueron erigidos, 12 permanecen todavia, distribuidos
en diez islas. Son ahora iconos de la etapa inicial de la conservacién de Galapagos, por lo que proponemos
que merecen la designacion de monumentos historicos con el correspondiente estado de proteccion.

INTRODUCTION

The Park monuments of Galapagos are familiar to almost everyone who has completed a boat tour of any length in
Galapagos. They stand at anumber of sites throughout the archipelago; flat-topped, trapezoidal pyramids of cemented
lava rocks, most 1.5-2 m. in height, inset on one side with a rectangular 50 x 60 cm white marble plaque, engraved
and painted with black letters (Fig. 1). The plaques, originally known as “National Park notices” (Perry 1968, 1970b,
T. De Vries pers. comm.) and sometimes as “National Plaques” (Perry 1969) or “Wildlife Reserve notices” (Mountfort
1970), advise visitors, in Spanish above and English below, of the status of the Galapagos Islands as a National Park
and of the legal protection of its indigenous wildlife (Fig. 2).

Most of the monuments are situated at what are now designated tourist “visitor sites”, i.e. sites where regulated
tourism is currently permitted by the Galapagos National Park Directorate (GNPD). All are found at historical
“visiting sites”, i.e. sites with a history of frequent or regular visitation before access restrictions were imposed. The
monuments cut imposing figures wherever they stand, typically on or near the shoreline, but they blend aesthetically
with their surroundings because they are made from locally-sourced lava blocks. They are often adorned with one
or more of the native species they were designed to protect: depending on the island, Marine Iguanas Amblyrhynchus
cristatus, lava lizards Microlophus spp., Galapagos Hawks Buteo galapagoensis, Nazca Boobies Sula granti, Blue-footed
Boobies S. nebouxii, Swallow-tailed Gulls Creagrus furcatus, Brown Pelicans Pelecanus occidentalis urinator, Galapagos
mockingbirds Mimus spp., Galapagos Doves Zenaida galapagoensis and Darwin’s finches Geospiza spp., regularly use
them as perches (Fig. 3).
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Figure 1. The Park monument at Santa Fé, 26 Nov 2019. (Photo: Figure 2. The plaque of the Park monument at Playa Espumilla,
KTG) Santiago, 30 Jan 2020. (Photo: KTG)

Figure 3. The Park monument at Punta Suérez, Espaola, topped with Marine Iguanas (left), a Blue-footed Booby and Brown
Pelican (centre), and a Galapagos Hawk (right). (Photos on left, GBE 1983; photo of hawk, KTG 20 Jul 2014)

Over the past few decades we have
come across many of these monuments
and read their plaques countless times.
However, we never thought to docu-
ment them until our curiosity was
piqued by a 45-year old Galapagos
postcard, advertised for sale, bearing a
photograph of one of the Park monu-
ments (minusits plaque) standing next to
the famous Post Office Barrel of Floreana
Island, where the postcard was mailed
on 18 Jun 1974 by a tourist on the Golden
Cachelot (Fig. 4). The photograph was
takenin 1973 or 1974, asindicated by the
dates painted on the planks plastering
the barrel and the post on the right, and
by the mailing date of the postcard. No
such stone structure exists at Post Office :
Bay today, nor did it when we first visited Figure 4. Picture postcard showing the Park monument at Post Office Bay,
thissitein the 1980s, and theimage struck Floreana, photographed in 1973 or 1974. (Authors’ collection)




